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2015 Student Work Experience Scholarships Presentation
Scheduled for Council Awards Lunch June 11 in New York

   New York, NY; Thursday, May  28, 2015: - The Council’s annual program of Student Work
Experience Scholarships for 2015 will be celebrated this year at an awards luncheon to be held at
The Metropolitan Club in New York City on Thursday, June 11, 2015. Council President Brian W.
Stack, in announcing details of this year’s scholarship awards, said "This is the 31st year in
which the Council has operated this successful and much-admired Scholarship Awards program.
We in the Council are proud of the role that this program has played over the years as part of
the Council’s broader mission to build closer business and economic links between the United
States and Ireland.  Today, I am delighted to announce details of the recipients of the Council’s
Student Work Experience Scholarships for this year.”

President Stack added “Our 2015 student scholars will travel to the United States and will work
temporarily during the Summer months in American corporations.  The scholarships provide 
work assignments linked to the fields of study and academic disciplines which the undergraduate
scholars are pursuing in Ireland.  Typically, the Council's scholarship candidates are 
undergraduate university students in their next-to-final or junior year – usually, the third year 
of their four-year bachelors' study programs.”

“This year, the Council is delighted to again partner on this program with Fordham University for
those Council Scholars based in New York City”, Mr. Stack also noted.  “These Council scholars
are accommodated in the residence halls of the Lincoln Center campus of the college during
their time staying in Manhattan.  We thank Council member Dr. John Kezel, Dean of Students at
Fordham University, for his enthusiastic and always-generous support of this Council program.”

He added “Through these Student Work Experience Scholarships we hope to highlight the excel-
lent educational infrastructure that has been developed throughout the island of Ireland.
Universities in Ireland, North and South, participate.  This year colleges in Belfast, Dublin, Cork
and Limerick will be represented in the program".
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Barbara Koster, formerly CIO of Prudential Financial to  
receive the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2021 Lifetime Achievement 

Award at 58th Annual Dinner In New York

New York, NY; August 10, 2021:  The Ireland-U.S. Council will present its Lifetime  
Achievement Award in 2021 to Ms. Barbara Koster to mark her highly-successful and  
distinguished career in American business. The Council is also pleased to present this 
much-deserved accolade in recognition of her enduring and sustained commitment to  
enhancing the business bonds between America and Ireland.

Tom Higgins, the President of the Council based in New York, said “We are very pleased this 
year to present the Ireland-U.S. Council’s Lifetime Achievement Award to Barbara Koster.  
The Award will be a centerpiece of the Council’s 58 th Annual Dinner to be held at the  
Metropolitan Club in New York City on Friday, November 5, 2021. In addition to her  
distinguished career in American business, she has also made notable and significant
contributions to the Ireland-U.S. Council and its activities, especially to the Annual Student 
Work Experience Scholarships Program now its 37 th year of operation. The members and 
directors of the Ireland-U.S. Council are delighted to honor such an outstanding and worthy 
recipient with an award which he greatly deserves.”

Barbara G. Koster, a long-time Board Member of the Ireland-U.S. Council, is the recently  
retired Chief Information Officer and Senior Vice President of Operations & Systems at  
Prudential Financial, where she headed the Global Business & Technology Solutions Department.
 
As Chief Information Officer, she exercised oversight responsibility for information technology, 
including cyber-security, technology governance, architecture and standards, global networks  
and data centers at Prudential locations worldwide.  She led the company’s Office of Veterans 
Initiatives, a program that helps veterans to transition from military to civilian life.  She
created a Prudential Operations and Technology center in El Paso for retiring military and 
military spouses to assist the transition.  She was the founding member and Chairman of 
Pramerica Systems Ireland, a technology subsidiary of Prudential Financial, located in  
Letterkenny, Ireland. 

- more -
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New York, NY; August 12, 2021:  The Ireland-U.S. Council will present 
its Award for Outstanding Achievement in 2021 to Dómhnal Slattery, 
CEO of Dublin-headquartered Avolon to mark his notable and important 
achievements in building bonds between America and Ireland.  The 
Award will be a centerpiece of the Council’s 58th Annual Dinner to  
be held at the Metropolitan Club in New York City on Friday,  
November 5, 2021.  

Tom Higgins, Council President in New York, said “We are delighted  
this year to present the Ireland-U.S. Council’s Award for Outstanding 

Achievement to Dómhnal Slattery.  The members and directors of the Council are delighted to 
honor such an outstanding and worthy recipient with an award which he greatly deserves.”

Mr. Higgins added “Dómhnal Slattery is one of the world’s leading aircraft leasing pioneers and 
the founding CEO of Avolon. Established in 2010, in what was one of the largest-ever globally 
private-equity-funded start-ups, today the company is the third-largest aircraft lessor in the 
world.  Mr. Slattery has over 30 years’ experience in the aircraft leasing industry and started 
his aviation finance career in GPA in 1989. He founded his first business, International Aviation 
Management Group in 1994 which he sold to Royal Bank of Scotland in 2001.”

Mr. Higgins also added “The world’s aircraft leasing industry was conceived and born in  
Ireland.  It is truly an outgrowth of Ireland’s dynamic, long-standing and insightful corporate 
tax policies that have so transformed Ireland.  Dómhnal Slattery has played a vital and pivotal 
role in building this innovative financial sector in Ireland and around the world.  He worked in 
the company that was the first successful major aircraft lessor in world finance.  He has been a 
key influencer of how this important industry has evolved since the beginning.”

- more -

Dómhnal Slattery, Chief Executive of Avolon, to Receive  
the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2021 Award for Outstanding 

Achievement at 58th Annual Dinner in New York
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During Barbara’s 24 years of service to Prudential, she also created Prudential Japan Systems 
Ltd, was a member of The Prudential Foundation Board of Directors, and was asked to  
represent Prudential on the Board of Trustees for Liberty Science Center and Junior  
Achievement both in the US and in Ireland.  
 
Prior to joining Prudential in 1995, she held several positions with Chase Manhattan Bank 
starting in March 1976, including President of Chase Access Services.  In 2007, she  
became a Trustee of St. Francis College, and in 2018, she joined the board of Dime  
Community Bancshares. 
 
She is the proud recipient of the Tip O’Neill Irish Diaspora Award and named in the Top 50 
Executive Irish Women by Irish America Magazine.  
 
A third-generation Irish-American with roots in Cork and Tipperary, she has a bachelor’s  
degree in Business Administration, Associate degrees in Accounting and Computer  
Technology and an honorary doctorate of humane letters from St. Francis College.  
Barbara and her husband, Robert, have two daughters, Kathryn and Diana, and four  
grandsons, Zachary, Connor, Aidan and Dylan. The Ireland-U.S. Council is delighted to  
honor such an outstanding and worthy recipient with an award which is richly deserved.
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Mr. Higgins continued “Dómhnal is committed to investing in and supporting initiatives 
outside the business and aviation finance sectors and, in particular to supporting the arts and 
media.  Dómhnal co-founded Newgrange Pictures which rapidly established itself as one of 
the leading film and television independent production companies in Ireland, producing the 
Oscar-nominated Irish language movie Kings, as well as Stella Days, starring Martin Sheen. He 
also founded a regional newspaper in his native Clare in 2005.”

Avolon is recognized within the aviation industry as a thought leader – reflecting its many 
research-led ‘whitepapers’. In April 2019, the company published Project i, Positioning Ireland at 
the forefront of Global Start-Up Innovation, which assessed Ireland’s start-up ecosystem when 
compared to best-in-class around the world. In June 2021, Avolon placed the largest-ever order 
for up to 500 zero-emissions and most advanced electric vertical take-off-and-landing (‘eVTOL’) 
aircraft, valued at $2 billion, underlining the company’s commitment to climate change.  
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic Avolon, played its part in numerous global humanitarian 
efforts. These included flying over 4 million pieces of individual Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) from China into Ireland on three Avolon-chartered aircraft, in partnership with U2 and 
the aircraft leasing community in Dublin.

Dómhnal has received several awards. His most recent recognition came in February of 2021 
when he was awarded the Lewis Glucksman Award for Outstanding Leadership in Business at 
NYU.  Dómhnal has a Bachelor of Commerce (Hons) from University College Galway (now NUI 
Galway) and is a graduate of the Accelerated Development Programme from the London  
Business School. Married to Elaine, he has four daughters, Amelia, Isabel, Grace and Juliet.

Mr. Higgins concluded by noting “Because of the company’s long history of operating in Ireland 
– the company has made a major contribution to building Ireland’s reputation as a viable and 
effective base of operations from which to serve world markets.  In some ways, the company 
has been a trailblazer for Ireland and undoubtedly has played a big role in making Ireland the 
established and world leader in aviation finance and leasing.”


